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President’s Notes May, 2016
Hello fellow blacksmiths,

By now you know that I am the new President or sometimes referred to as the Dictator.  All in fun, of course.  I would like to thank Jared for the great job he did as president.

I was the first president for seven years.  I hope we can keep going with the theme of Fire in the Forge with every meeting working iron.

I would hope we would pay more attention to the demonstrators/instructors.  John G. had some very good techniques forging a bending fork.  You can always pick up a new way of doing things.

Don H., Monty B., and John G. are going to look at the fairgrounds in Colfax to see how we will set things up.

I want to thank those people who said they would serve on the Board.  I may call a board meeting, if deemed necessary.

Happy Hammering,

Don Hogenson
President     
NOTICE
Kathy Tweet is selling some of her blacksmithing equipment.  Anvil, post vise, tools and treadle hammer (partially assembled).  Must sell by May 30th.  Call 715-577-6991.  Equipment is located at S8590 County F.
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Editor’s Notes

April 16, 2016 Notes 
We had beautiful weather for the meeting at my place.   We also had a good turnout.  There were four forges going after the demonstration and several people made bending forks for their anvil’s hardy holes.  It is a good project to increase your capabilities in bending or adjusting and fine-tuning your work.

Jared called the meeting to order.  Brad reported on the financials.  $4,296.02 in the bank, $76 from the raffle, $105 for the last swage block, $194.89 for supplies and newsletter and $24 from coal sale.  Insurance premium is due in May.  Questions arose about what the insurance actually covers.  Brad will check on what the policy covers.  Treasurer’s report was MSC.  We also had a lengthy discussion on accepting and handling young people who want to join and do some pounding.  Issues of liability, parent involvement and physical ability were discussed.  This subject warrants further discussion in order to come up with a coherent policy that can be presented to parents who want their children to participate in the Badger Blacksmiths.

We had a discussion on the May conference.  As you know, we changed the venue and the date in order to accommodate members who were unable to attend on Memorial Day weekend.  Hopefully, we will increase the attendance this year.  The Conference fee will be $20 as in past years.  Breakfast will be served on Saturday and Sunday mornings.  Cost will be $8 per person per meal and we will guarantee a minimum of 15 people per day to make it worthwhile for caterer.

Chuck and Ellen Lindvig traveled to Costa Rica and observed a blacksmith shop making metal rims for carts.  The shop was water-powered and they made their own charcoal for fuel.  He also reported that the CVRR is looking for engineers to drive their trains this summer.  Meeting adjourned.

Jared proceeded to call for the election of new officers for the Badger Blacksmiths.  Nominations included: Don Hogenson, President; Jared Riesenweber, Vice-President;  Brad Hegge, Treasurer;  John Grump, Secretary/Editor;  and Ray Murray, Board Member, Director at Large.  The vote was unanimous for these nominations. The position of Librarian, while not an officer of the club, will continue to be held by Chuck Lindvig.

I hope to see you all at the May conference.

John Grump 

Secretary/Editor

If you have any contributions you would like added to the newsletter, please feel free to E-Mail me at: johngrump@att.net or by mail
Treasurer’s Report
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Brad Hegge reported a May 8, 2016 balance of $4,356.13 in the bank.  
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Other Neighborhood Smiths
Guild of Metalsmiths (GOM)

Martin Pansch, 8750 Yale Avenue, Young America, MN  55397.

www.metalsmith.org .
Lake Superior Metalsmiths (LSM)
The LSM meets the fourth Saturday of the month for potluck and meeting to follow.  Contact Norm Groehler @ 715-399-8151.

Northern Minnesota Metalsmiths (NMM)

The NMM meetings are the first Monday of the month. Often, but not always, at Keith Johnson's shop in Bemidji. Contact Keith at: keith@greatriverforge.com .
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Central Minnesota Blacksmiths (CMB)

Meeting schedule Monticello, MN, (763) 295-4632. Updated schedule pending.

UMBA

Visit: www.umbaonline.org/events.htm1.
Buy, Sell, Trade or Wanted
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Kathy Tweet   Selling some Blacksmith equipment including an anvil, post vise, tools and treadle hammer (partially assembled).  All items must go by May 30th.  Contact her at 715-577-6991 to view items at S8590 County Road F, South of Eau Claire, WI.
Steel Towne   Complete line of steel (by inch or lb.).  N7102 SR 40 Elk Mound, WI 54739 (715) 879-5559 and a new location at 235 State Highway 35, River Falls, WI  (715) 425-1138
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Membership

We have one new member this month.  Please welcome Dave Wirth of Boyceville.  We hope to see you at our monthly meetings where we gather together to share our talents for forging.  We currently have 53 members.  

Up Coming Events

Badger Blacksmith 2016 Meeting Schedule

January 16         Reseburg Town Hall   9:00 to 4:30        Meeting and Demonstration

February 20       Dan Winrich                9:00 to 4:30        Meeting andDemonstration

March 19 
      Brad Hegge

 9:00 to 4:30        Meeting and Demonstration

April 16 
      John Grump
           9:00 to 4:30        Meeting and Demonstration              

May 20-22         Spring Conference      9:00 to 4:30        Classes / Forging 

June 11               Jon Gooding               9:00 to 4:30       Meeting and Demonstration

July 30               Gary Hennig               9:00 to 4:30        Meeting and Demonstration

August 12-14     Pioneer Days              9:00 to 4:30        Open Forge

September 10     Don Hogenson           9:00 to 4:30        Meeting and Demonstration

October              Jared Riesenweber     9:00 to 4:30        Meeting and Demonstration
November          Jim Bloom

9:00 to 4:30        Meeting and Demonstration

December                                             9:00                    Board Meeting

Information and directions for the Spring Conference

The Spring Conference will be held at the Colfax Fairgrounds.  The cost is $20 per family.  The conference setup is Friday, the 20th which includes equipment setup for the demonstration and individual forging on the 21st along with a bonfire and camaraderie in the evening.  We will have Bob Brown demonstrating on Saturday and an opportunity to forge after the demonstration.  There will be a potluck lunch and a catered meal for supper.  Please bring a dish to pass for Saturday’s noon potluck.  Sunday is clean-up day.  In order for us to retrieve our deposit on the site we must insure that we clean up after ourselves.  Breakfast will be served on both Saturday and Sunday mornings (8:00 – 10:00) for a charge of $8 per person per day.  Camping is encouraged with water and electrical hookups.

The Colfax Fairgrounds is located on the East side of Colfax at the intersection of Railroad Street and Fairview Drive.  Take I-94 to Exit 52 (Highway 29) and go east on Highway 29 to Exit 61 (Highway 12 and 40).  Go north on Highway 40 for eight (8) miles and enter Colfax.  Go right on Railroad Street (1st street north of tracks) for ½ mile to Fairview Drive and go left to fairgrounds.
Please bring your forges, anvils, swage blocks and tools.  The demonstration will be forging snakes out of farrier’s rasps.  If you would like to donate your used rasps for this project, please bring them along.  Thank you.
HighwayHSee attached map.
Websites of Interest

NEW www.alloy-artifacts.org
Reference page for hand tools of the 20th Century (Brad Hegge)
http://www.spaco.org/bk.htm
Pete Stanaitis’ blacksmith section of his website which currently ranks between #10 and #14 on the Blacksmith Journal's "Top 50" list.  Say hello to Pete and Sheri.

www.forums.dfoggknives.com   

Blacksmith’s forum board

www.iforgeiron.com
This site has over 600 how-to tutorials.  Registration is quick and free
http:/www.tunnelmillcrafts.com/ John or Carol Adams run classes at Tunnel Mill Crafts.
www.purgatoryironworks.com  Free on line forum and member subscription blacksmith demonstration videos.
Tips, Techniques, and Inspiration

“One of the penalties for refusing to participate in politics is that you end up being governed by your inferiors ”, Plato, philosopher.
The following article is from the Blacksmith Journal, May 2004.
The Badger Blacksmiths Newsletter is written by the editor except as noted.  Badger Blacksmiths, its officers, members, contributors,editors and writers specifically disclaim any responsibility, or liability for any damage, or injury as a result of the use of any information published in the newsletter or demonstrated at a meeting or conference.  Every effort is made to insure the accuracy and safety of information provided, but the use by our members and readers of any information published herein or provided at meetings is solely at the user’s own risk.

 
