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President’s Notes
Hello Badger Blacksmiths.  We had another great meeting at Dan’s last month.  Thanks to Dan Winrich and Don Hogenson for demonstrating.  It was great to see some new efforts from members with show and tell projects.  It was also great to see new people taking an interest in forging.  Hope to see you this month at Brad Hegge's.
 

Jared Riesenweber

President
ATTENTION

Don Hogenson is offering a beginning blacksmith class on April 30th at his shop just south of Glenwood City, WI.  The class is all day and starts at 9:00.  You will learn the basics of blacksmithing and take home a completed project.  Safety equipment, including safety glasses, hearing protection, boots and non-synthetic clothing are required.  Please contact Don at 715-265-4701 to register and get additional information.  The cost is $35.  Plan to bring a sack lunch.







        Editor’s Notes
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February 20, 2016 Notes:  The February meeting was held at Dan Winrich’s shop.  Thanks Dan for holding the meeting and pinching hitting with the schedule change.  There was a good crowd with several non-members.  Dan demonstrated making hooks out of railroad spikes along with some information on their metallurgy.  Don Hogenson brought his hot shear and demonstrated its use.  After the potluck lunch, Jared called the meeting to order.  I noted that the Blacksmith Journal copies that were approved for purchase have arrived.  There were questions on how we obtain the coal for the club and its cost.  The coal comes from the Guild of Metalsmiths’ supply located in Anoka, MN.  Since many of us are members of the Guild, we can access their supply.  The cost is $8 per 5-gallon pale.  Contact me and I will deliver it to the next meeting or you can pick it up at my shop.  Don Hogenson gave a report on the subject of breakfast at the Spring Conference.  He has contacted the Ladies Aid Society and they are reluctant to accept only a tip jar for renumeration for their efforts.  A motion was made, seconded and approved to pay $100 per day plus food for the conference breakfasts on Saturday and Sunday.  The conference demonstrator will be Bob Brown.

There was a question on the status of the blacksmith building that was to be a joint project with the Chippewa Valley Railroad Association in Eau Claire’s Carson Park.  The answer is that it is not going forward at this time.  The CVRA leadership is not able to expend the money at this time.  As some of you may not have gotten the February newsletter due to not paying your dues, the question of changing the notice was raised.  A suggestion was made to include a note in the January newsletter that states that this will be your last newsletter if your membership is not renewed.  Currently you receive the January newsletter and get a mailing notice in February alerting you to the reason for not receiving a February newsletter.
Dan W. mentioned that the Northern Minnesota Metalsmith’s conference is April 23 & 24th at Lake Itasca State Park.  Check out their website for more details.  Meeting adjourned.

Show and Tell included: Don H. showed the projects that come out of his beginner’s class, a fire rake and plant hanger, also removing stuck bearing cups by running a weld bead aroung the perimeter and when cool will come out;  Dave W. showed a copper flower from ¼ inch tubing w/thorns, a die paper weight, cocktail picks and using the wax toilet ring for metal finishing;  Ron W. brought a large fire poker with deer head with a Rustoleun clearcoat;  Dan W. had a post vise spring made from a tempered buggy spring; Jared R. made a formed creeper seat for work out of 18 gauge cold rolled steel that was shrunk with a planishing wheel and engine shrinking wheel.  It was baked in a 500 degree oven giving it a bronze color with a clearcoat finish;  Noble N. showed a flashlight holder that was designed by his son and constructed on a 3-D printer.
There is a new workspace in Chippewa Falls called Club MTC.  They have a Tech Center, Metal Shop, Machine Shop and Wood Shop.  The Tech Center has a 3D printer, Laser Engraver, Vinyl Cutter, Design Center Computers and Large Format Printer.  The Metal Shop has a 15 ton 48” press brake, 48” metal shear, turret punch, MIG welder, plasma cutter and sandblasting cabinet.  The Machine shop has a CNC mill, manual mill, metal lathe, CNC router, and tooling.  The wood shop has a cabinet saw, thickness planer,panel saw, bandsaw, 6” jointer, power miter box, scroll saw and drill press.  They offer a day and month pass along with an annual membership.  They are located at 128 W. River St.  Their web site is www.clubmtc.net or call 715-438-2040.
John Grump  

Secretary/Editor 
    Treasurer’s Report
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Brad Hegge reported a March 8, 2016 balance of $3,950.02.  
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Other Neighborhood Smiths
Guild of Metalsmiths (GOM)

Martin Pansch, 8750 Yale Avenue, Young America, MN  55397.

www.metalsmith.org .
Lake Superior Metalsmiths (LSM)
The LSM meets the fourth Saturday of the month for potluck and meeting to follow.  Contact Norm Groehler @ 715-399-8151.

Northern Minnesota Metalsmiths (NMM)

The NMM meetings are the first Monday of the month. Often, but not always, at Keith Johnson's shop in Bemidji. Contact Keith at: keith@greatriverforge.com .
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Central Minnesota Blacksmiths (CMB)

Meeting schedule Monticello, MN, (763) 295-4632. Updated schedule pending.

UMBA

Visit: www.umbaonline.org/events.htm1.
Buy, Sell, Trade or Wanted
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Steel Towne   Complete line of steel (by inch or lb.).  N7102 SR 40 Elk Mound, WI 54739 (715) 879-5559 and a new location at 235 State Highway 35, River Falls, WI  (715) 425-1138
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          Membership

There are no new members this month. We currently have 48 members.

   Up-Coming Events

Badger Blacksmith 2015 Meeting Schedule

January 16         Reseburg Town Hall   9:00 to 4:30        Meeting and Demonstration

February 20       Dan Winrich                9:00 to 4:30        Meeting and Demonstration

March 19 
      Brad Hegge

 9:00 to 4:30        Meeting and Demonstration

April 16 
      John Grump
           9:00 to 4:30        Meeting and Demonstration              
May 20-22         Spring Conference      9:00 to 4:30        Classes / Forging 

June                    Jon Gooding               9:00 to 4:30        Meeting and Demonstration

July 30               Gary Hennig               9:00 to 4:30        Meeting and Demonstration

August 12-14     Pioneer Days              9:00 to 4:30        Open Forge

September 10     Don Hogenson           9:00 to 4:30        Meeting and Demonstration

October              Jared Riesenweber     9:00 to 4:30        Meeting and Demonstration
November          Jim Bloom

9:00 to 4:30        Meeting and Demonstration

December                                             9:00                    Board Meeting
Information and Directions for the March 19th meeting. The March meeting will be at Brad Hegge’s shop.  It is located just east of Pigeon Falls, WI at W12564 State Road 121. Take I-94 to Exit 98 (Northfield/Alma Center).  Go west on Highway 121 to W12564.  Brad will be demonstrating tooling and a take home project.  So bring your tools and plan to hammer.  Also, bring your safety equipment to protect your eyes and hearing. 
See attached map.    
Websites of Interest

http://www.spaco.org/bk.htm
Pete Stanaitis has a blacksmith section of his website.  Say hello to Pete and Sheri.  

www.forums.dfoggknives.com   

Blacksmith’s forum board.

www.iforgeiron.com
This site has over 600 how-to tutorials.  Registration is quick and free.

http:/www.tunnelmillcrafts.com/ John or Carol Adams run classes at Tunnel Mill Crafts.

www.purgatoryironworks.com  Free on-line forum and member subscription for blacksmith demonstration videos.
www.badgerblacksmith.com  Our website, which is the work of Jared Riesenweber.  Any comments or suggestions should be directed to Jared.

www.abana.org   ABANA is the Artist Blacksmith Association of North America.  We are an affiliate of ABANA.
Upcoming Blacksmithing Events
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2016 ABANA Conference

July 13-16  Salt Lake City, Utah

Register at www.abana.org
2016 BAM Conference

April 28 – May 1
25th Anniversary Ozark Blacksmith Conference – Sedalia, Missouri

Register at www.bamsite.org
Tips, Techniques, and Inspiration
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“A nation of sheep will beget a government of wolves”, Edward R. Murrow, Journalist and broadcaster.  
The Badger Blacksmiths Newsletter is written by the editor except as noted.  Badger Blacksmiths, its officers, members, contributors, editors and writers specifically disclaim any responsibility, or liability for any damage, or injury as a result of the use of any information published in the newsletter or demonstrated at a meeting or conference.  Every effort is made to ensure the accuracy and safety of information provided, but the use by our members and readers of any information published herein or provided at meetings is solely at the user’s own risk.
The following are from “The Blacksmith’s Journal” November 1995 & July 1997.
The “Potluck” or “How To Allay the Fear of Coming To Your First Blacksmith Club Meeting” by Pete Stanaitis
I wonder how many of our newer members avoid coming to our monthly meetings because they don’t know how to deal with the “Potluck”.

Or, I wonder if some folks came to one meeting without bringing any food and then wondered where it all came from or even felt guilty for not bringing anything, but didn’t know what the protocol was.

Well, if you fit any of the above categories, this little article is for you.

Webster’s defines it as follows:

Potluck n.  Whatever the family meal happens to be.  As in “Will you take potluck with us?”

The Club’s “Potluck” is simply a way to provide a varied meal without having to make a whole bunch of entrées and desserts all by yourself.    And it gets the job done without having to charge for a meal.  It also is self-limiting in that we never really have to worry about having too much or too little food.

When a meeting is announced as a “Potluck”, it simply means that each member (or member family) is supposed to bring some food or drink, to be shared with the rest of the attendees.  Unless announced, every Badger Blacksmith meeting is a potluck. Some people tend to bring main dishes, some usually bring salads, some bring desserts, etc.   It is amazing to me that we have never had a “failed” potluck.  There always seems to be a good selection of foods from which to choose.

Some say that you should bring about 1½ times the amount of food that you’d need to feed everyone in your party.  And you take your own leftovers (if there are any) home with you.

We usually bring a Crockpot full of a spaghetti casserole or something like that. But if we don’t have time to cook, we can always stop at Kentucky Fried Chicken and pick up a container of regular chicken.   Some people like to bake cookies while others bring a couple of bags of potato chips.   Even a twelve pack of soft drinks is welcomed.  

The Club supplies coffee and some soft drinks, drinking cups, the dinnerware (plastic), napkins, serving spoons, and tables and chairs.

So, now you that have the background of this tradition, you can come to the meetings and participate in the eating with confidence!
Christmas Tree 
By Steve Anderson, a MABA member 
Stock- 
 Large Tree: 1/4ʺ round x 60ʺ  
 Small Tree: 1/4ʺ round x 40ʺ  
Taper down leaving 3/4ʺ on end. 
Place in vise and upset the end to about 3/8ʺ. 
Bend the upset end to 90º, then wind 1/4ʺ round stock 
into a tight coil, stopping about 4ʺ from the end. 
Heat the entire coil to uniform orange and clamp the 
end in a vise while supporting opposite side of the 
largest coil with tongs.  Pull upwards on the center with 
a vise grips.  As the first coil separates, use the tongs 
and a flat bit screw driver to support top of the coil as 
the next one pulls up.  Continue to support , moving up 
as each coil separates.  When the rings do not readily 
separate, use a flat bit screw driver to coax them apart. 
Taper the last 3ʺ of the tail end to a two sided taper. 
